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PRINCIPALôS REPORT 

 
It is hard to believe that the end of Term 3 is upon 
us so quickly.  I would like to congratulate Year 12 
for having the tenacity to continue with their studies 
when I know that at times it has been really 
challenging.  It is important to remember that many 
marks can be gained by a focused study period 
across the holidays and throughout the exam 
schedule.  The formal assembly for Year 12 is 
Thursday 22nd September at 11am.  All parents and 
extended family are welcome to attend this very 
important celebration.  I would also like to remind 
Year 12 that their teachers are available for 
guidance and any questions they may have during 
the first week back next term and I recommend that 
students utilise this opportunity should they need 
to.  It has been a pleasure to watch these fine 
young men and women grow to become such 
mature young adults.  I would especially like to 
thank the outgoing leadership team for the way in 
which they have participated in leadership activities 
and taken on many and varied roles sometimes 
with little notice. 
Congratulations to our new leadership team who 
participated in their induction ceremony on 7th 
September. 
The new school leadersô are Mitchell Stanton, 
Tiarne Desmond, Dylan Risk, Peta Cipta, Justin 
Kumar, Morgen Kafer, Matthew Petersen, Tiffani 
Jones, Peter Sutton, Apryl Bailey & Scott McCarter. 
I look forward to working with them during the next 
12 months.  Their first official duty will be 
conducting the Year 12 assembly. 
During the next term you will be invited to 
participate in a variety of school satisfaction 
surveys which will help inform the school in relation 
to the development of the next 3 year school plan.  
I would encourage you to participate in this process 
as we value the feedback that is given to us. 
Staff have been extremely busy this term in 
reflecting on teaching practice and opportunities to 
improve student engagement and ultimately  

 
student achievement.   One outcome from this has 
been the decision for us to implement a óBig Picture 
Academyô in Year 8 next year. The philosophy 
behind Big Picture is óone student at a time in a 
community of learnersô.  The design that has been 
chosen will involve approximately 34 students.  The 
academy is a highly rigorous design that follows 12 
distinguishers and focuses on personalised 
learning.  I will begin my conversations with this 
yearôs Yr 7 students during the last week of this 
term and will be holding a number of community 
meetings, with students and parents at the 
beginning of term 4.  This is truly a very exciting 
opportunity and I look forward to the opportunity to 
work with families as we develop the model. 
Anyone who would like to begin their own 
understanding of the big picture design can find 
information at www.bigpicture.org.au  
It is with a sad heart that we farewell three highly 
dedicated members of our teaching staff.  Mr Phil 
Thompson has been an inteagral member of our 
school.  He has guided our students to achieve 
excellent academic results as a member of the 
science faculty.  He has also given of his time in 
many creative and performing arts activities which 
has ensured students have had the opportunity to 
display their talents at tutor concerts, MADD night 
and he has accompanied many of our HSC 
students during their HSC performances.  Phil has 
taken a position at Warners Bay High Schools and 
we wish him well. 
Mrs Sue-Ann McKee is also leaving the school to 
take up a position at South Grafton High School.  
She will be greatly missed as she too has been a 
dedicated teacher taking on the role of Year 
Advisor, stepping into leadership roles in Welfare 
and Administration when required and she was 
instrumental in leading our girls Cricket team to win 
the Marie Cornish trophy.  We wish her well. 
Mrs Felicity Love is also leaving at the end of term.  
She is off for the adventure of a life time in India 
where her husband has taken a career opportunity.  
Felicity has been a highly professional temporary 
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teacher who has provided many opportunities for 
students to improve their outcomes.  She has also 
been involved in whole school activities.  We hope 
to see her back in 12 months time and I am sure 
she will enjoy the adventure. 
A big *congratulations must go to the students who 
performed in the MADD night and matinee 
performances.  It was a highly success show which 
demonstrated the diverse talents students in our 
school have.  But like most successes of our 
students these would not be possible without the 
dedication of the staff and I would like to 
acknowledge Mrs Ward and her team for providing 
this opportunity. 
Throughout this newsletter you will read of many 
other outstanding cultural, academic and sporting 
achievements.  I congratulate all students on these 
fine achievements and I am sure you will join with 
me in thanking the dedicated staff at HSHS that 
make it possible for your children to pursue their 
passions and achieve such success. 
 
Mrs  Gallagher 
 
 

 
COMING EVENTS 

 
Sept 23 Last day Term 3 
Oct   10 Students return to school 
Oct  13  HSC Exams commence 
Oct  14  Enrolment & TSP forms due 
Oct   19 Beacon Day 
Nov 9,10,11 Exams Yrs 7,8,9 
Nov 16  TSP Presentation Night 
Dec    9  Yrs 7-11 Presentation  
Dec 16  Last day Term for students 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next Meeting 25th Oct 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPALSô REPORT 
(Years 7, 9 & 11) 
 
As we reach the end of term 3, it is important that 
we take check of a number of things happening 
around the school. Overall our studentôs 
performances and application to their schooling has 
been good but we can always strive to achieve 
better. Well done to the vast majority of our 
students who continue to strive for their best. Many 
were rewarded with consistent application 
certificates in a recent assembly. Although these 
students are not always the high achievers they 
continue to produce their best possible work and 
deserve congratulations.  
 
Year 7 
Year 7 have been a little unsettled at the moment 
with a number of students forgetting the 
appropriate way to speak to each other and dealing 
with each other. The difficulty arises when teachers 
try and deal with situations in which students have 
behaved inappropriately. We have reminded 
students of the need to speak appropriately to each 
other and to not get involved in verbal or physical 
harassment as this will be dealt with by the school. 
 
Year 9 
Despite the recent announcement in terms of the 
School Certificate exams in 2012, all year 9 
students are still progressing towards an 
accreditation with the Board of Studies currently 
still called the School Certificate. The only thing 
that has changed at this stage is students will not 
be required to sit the External School Certificate 
Exams in November next year. It is therefore very 
important for Year 9 students they continue to work 
diligently towards achieving the outcomes of the 
courses they are studying. 
 
Year 11 
Year 11 have recently completed their end of 
Preliminary year exams (weeks 9/10). This does 
not mean they have finished work for the year. 
Early next term they will begin their work and 
preparations for the Higher School Certificate. 
Some students may be looking at their pattern of 
study by reducing their load to 10 units. This cannot 
be done until Week 4 and will involve the 
completion of some paperwork and a number of 
interviews throughout the school. Students need to 
continue to attend all classes including those from 
which they intend to withdraw up to the point of 
official notification. 
 
Cyber Bullying 
At a recent conference that Mr Solman and I 
attended Dr Michael Carr- Gregg (a leading child 
psychologist) spoke about the prevalence of cyber 
bullying in society. It is important that the school 
and parents work together to lower the incidence of 
this. From a parenting point of view, it is important 



that parents monitor their childôs usage. Dr Carr-
Gregg stated that cyberspace is part of our 
childrenôs lives but we must monitor and instruct 
children to be ñcyber smart.ò If your child is 
receiving unwanted texts/messages it is important 
that they do not react instantly and seek 
appropriate assistance from parents and teachers. 
Over the coming weeks Mr Solman and I will be 
putting varying links to assist in this through the 
weekly emailed newsletter. 
If you are not receiving this email each week 
please contact the office staff so you can be added 
to the distribution list. 
 
School Holidays 
With the school holidays starting in the next few 
days, I wish everyone a safe and relaxing holiday 
and hope all students return to school next term 
refreshed and ready to complete the year.  
 
Mr New 
 
 
DEPUTY PRINCIPALSô REPORT 
(Years 8, 10 & 12) 
 
Year 12 
The HSC commences on Monday the 17th October 
and I would like to thank Joan Elliott and her band 
of supervisors for the hard work that they do in 
ensuring the exams run smoothly and I would also 
like to extend the schools best wishes to all 
students and hope that they gain the results they 
are hoping for. 
 
Year 11 
Students may decide  to discontinue a Preliminary 
course this term as only 10 units are mandatory for 
the HSC. If you intend doing a University Course 
please ensure that you are still eligible after 
discontinuing a course. All students will be required 
to complete a form signed by their course teacher. 
 
Year 10 
 
The Year 10 School Certificate exams will be 
conducted on Monday and Tuesday the 7th and 8th 
of November. Students sit for English and Science 
on Monday and Mathematics and Australian 
History/Geography on Tuesday. All students will 
also sit for a computer skills test on Friday morning 
the 11th November. We wish all students the best 
luck. 
 
Mr Solman 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2012 Priority School Program Surveys 

Priority Schools Programs provide additional 
funding, staffing and consultancy services to 
identified schools. Priority Schools receive 
additional resources for literacy, numeracy and 
participation programs for students. 

The schools identified for priority schools programs 
are known as Priority Schools. 

To be involved in the program schools need to 
nominate and participate in a survey asking a 
number of questions in relation to the students and 
their families in our community. The survey 
measures occupation, educational qualifications, 
employment and family structure and the cultural 
background of the school community. 
For Hunter Sports High School the survey is 
completed by the parents/caregivers of students in 
Year 7 and 8 2012. These surveys are confidential 
and are not collated or interpreted at Hunter Sports 
High School. They will be completed in March 
2012. Please assist us in supporting the school by 
completing these surveys. 
 
 Mr  New 
 
 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 
8.30am until 3.30pm 

 
We have the facility of EFTPOS  

and Credit Card payments 
 

SORRY NO CASH WITHDRAWALS 
 

UNIFORMS 
 

UNIFORMS WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE FOR 
SIZING AND PURCHASING ON  
TUESDAYS 8:30am ï 3:00pm 
THURSDAYS 10.30am ï 12.00pm 

 
We have the facility of EFTPOS  

and Credit Card payments 
 

Sorry payment by cheque is not available for 
uniform purchases 

 
 

CLINIC PROCEDURES 
 
If you receive a phone call from the clinic to pick up 
your child, could you please go to the front office 
where your student will be called to meet you.  
You will be asked to show proof of identification 
when picking up your student. 
 



 
FACULTY NEWS 
 
Science  
 
Experiment Fest ( Newcastle University) All year 
12 senior Science courses participated in the 
Newcastle University Experiment Fest. The 
University hosts a day for senior HSC students to 
learn about important practical concepts that could 
be examined in the HSC. The students got a lot out 
of the day and worked with professors and other 
HSC students from the region.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Thompson and some of our wonderful HSC 
Chemistry students, Eliza Bell, Luke Devine, Brett 
Knight and Isabella Houston. 
 
Last term we had two Practical Teachers, Mr 
Roberts and Mr Bennett from Newcastle  
 
University. Here is a fun lesson, blowing sheep 
lungs up with a vacuum cleaner pump. The 
students were learning about body systems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 7 did a project on plants. Here are the winners 
of the year 7 Norris class, Callum Bower, Regan 
Lundy and Jake McGuiness. Well done boys! 
 

 
 
Science Week (Week 5) 
This year the focus for 2011 Science Week was 
Chemical Reactions.  The Science faculty ran 
some fun experiments with different year groups 
involving chemical reactions.  Below, Mr Thompson 
and Mr Hine are using dry ice to make loud bangs. 
The rocket below went about 200m in the air and 
came down with a parachute. We also looked at 
the reaction involving mentos and diet coke.  The 
students loved the experiments. 

 

 
 
Mr Jovanovski 
Head Teacher  



SPECIAL EDUCATION  
Term Three has been non-stop in the Support Unit 
with a variety of activities that have taken place. 
These activities have provided opportunities for 
students to engage in a range of educational 
experiences and allowed students to demonstrate 
their individual skills and talents.  The first being an 
excursion to the University of Newcastle where 
they had a guided tour from Miss Hamilton of an 
exhibition from twenty artists from the 2011 artists 
in residence program at Taronga Zoo. This 
excursion was followed up by a trip to Blackbutt 
where the students created their own masterpieces 
from the animals they saw there. Some of the 
stand-out drawings were by Kayla McInnes, Katy 
Hinton and Abby-Jae Donnelly. 
MADD night was a hit with many students from the 
unit performing. Miss Blandôs group who rocked out 
to óEvil Waysô by Santana and óR.O.C.K in the USAô 
by John Cougar Mellancamp with Callan Ward 
(who also performed ñRock you like a Hurricaneò by 
Scorpians) burning up the fret board on the guitar, 
Christine Simpson and Shyann Gordon shining 
bright on the microphone. These music stars were 
supported by the talents of their back up 
performers including James Gregory, Adam Davis, 
Emily Bulmer, Brodee Robinson and Miss Bland. 
They were a hit with the crowd! 
Term Three camp was held at Glenrock Scout 
camp and a fantastic time was had by all. The 
students and staff participated in a range of 
activities from water play, sand modelling, playing a 
variety of games and singing Karaoke to learning 
about the significance of the area to Indigenous 
Australians and observing the local wildlife. 
In early September Luke Widders-Phillips, Blake 
Carr and Jordan Brown qualified to compete in the 
State Athletics Carnival in Sydney. The boys 
represented their school with pride and performed 
very well in their chosen field. Well done boys! 
Many of our students received Consistent Effort 
awards presented at a formal assembly.   The 
students who received awards were Shyann 
Gordon (PE, Music), James Gregory (PE), 
Christene Simpson (PE, Language), Adam Small 
(PE), Josh Harris (PE), Jessica Parker (PE, 
Science), Jordan Brown (Music), Luke Widder-
Phillips (Science), Adam Davis (Science), Emily 
Bulmer (Language, Art), Tanekah Griffen (Music), 
James Mulley (Music), McKenzie Green (Science), 
Callan Ward (Science), Joshua Bianchi 
(Language), Jackson Taylor (TAS), Kayla McInnes 
(TAS, Art), Meghan McLaren (Art, Science), 
Madeline Spencer (Art), Abby-Jae Donnelly 
(Music), Leslie Tisdell (Music, TAS), and William 
White (TAS). 
The garden is growing beautifully at the moment 
with the chilli plant, corn, broccoli, spinach, all 
loving this time of year. The harvesting has been 
great with a batch of Pumpkin soup made from our 
produce and salads and vegetables used in 

cooking at the Coffee Shop which runs every 
Friday at lunch.  
Best Wishes for a happy holiday from Mr Hamilton 
and the Support Unit Staff. 
 
Ms Shoobridge 
Head Teacher  
 
HSIE 
It has been an extremely busy term for the HSIE 
Faculty. Years 7, 8 and 9 started their studies in 
Geography and have been demonstrating progress 
towards achieving course outcomes. This term 
students have been required to respond to emails 
to demonstrate their Geography, ICT and literacy 
skills. Congratulations to the majority of students 
who responded electronically to these milestone 
tasks.  The majority of Year 10 students have been 
committing to class and assessment tasks to 
achieve their personal best in the upcoming School 
Certificate Course examinations. A huge thank you 
goes to Ms Parsons who has committed to 
providing tuition during period 8 Wednesday and 
Friday. Those students who have attended the 
study sessions are to be congratulated on their 
commitment and are sure to reap the rewards for 
their efforts. 
The Vietnam Veterans mobile museum called 
NAMBUS, recently visited the school as part of the 
Year 10 Compulsory site study. I would like to 
acknowledge Mr Hollahanôs time and effort spent 
organising this yearôs event as well as the HSIE 
staff for their efforts on the day. Students were able 
to listen to the Vietnam Veteransô stories and were 
given the opportunity to ask questions in an open 
and honest forum. Many students dressed up in 
1970s themed clothing which added to the 
atmosphere of the day. 
Year 12 will sit HSIE HSC exams in Retail, Modern 
History, Business Studies, Geography, Legal 
Studies and Ancient History. We wish students all 
the best in their upcoming exams and urge 
students to seek teacher assistance when needed, 
particularly during the study leave period.  
 
Mrs Griffin  
Head Teacher (relieving) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOTE 
 
All yr. 7 students have settled in well and are ready 
to continue with their Japanese lessons. Most of 
the content during Semester 2, will be based on 
NUMBERS, which they have learned during Term 
2. Unit 4 in their HAI Text books deals with saying 
the time and being able to tell people how old they 
are. 
 
Students have received their CULTURAL 
ASSIGNMENT entitled, WELCOME TO JAPAN. 
They can decide which of the three choices they 
would like to present and pretend they are inviting 
tourists to visit Japan. Will they climb Mt. Fuji? Ride 
the Bullet train or taste some delicious SUSHI? 
On the 7th of July Japan celebrates a special 
festival TANABATA based on two stars which 
cannot meet. My students wrote a wish on a 
colourful strip of paper and hung it up on a few 
bamboo branches. It was wonderful to watch just 
how mature some of our student are, by wishing for 
ñNo poverty in this worldò, or simply, ñpeaceò. 
A peaceful and happy environment in my 
classroom is certainly one of my wishes. 
 
Ms Pulati 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Second Hand Uniforms 
Any students who are finishing their time at Hunter 
Sport High and have school uniform items they 
would like to donate back to the school would be 
greatly appreciated.  
Any school uniform items can be dropped at the 
Front Office or Student Service Office.   
 

 
 
 
 

CAREERS 
 
Year 10 is also reminded of the Work Experience 
Initiative 2011.  Students are encouraged to secure 
some work experience during weeks 6, 8 and/or 9 
of term 4.  All documentation is now available to 
students. 
At  Aviation Careers Day  2011, students were 
provided with valuable insight into the variety of 
employment options available at Australiaôs fastest 
growing regional airport.  Students gained direct 
knowledge of labour market shortages in the area 
of avionics which has exciting job opportunities 
within the industry. 
  
 
Year 10 
Congratulations to those Year 10 students who 
received awards at the Semester Two assembly, it 
was very pleasing to see the same reliable 
achievers being acknowledged and some new 
names added to our list.   
Semester 1 seems to have flown by with the cool, 
unsettled weather of winter soon to be a distant 
memory.  As the weather gets warmer it is 
important that students and parents are aware of 
the school uniform requirements.  Please visit the 
schoolôs website if you are unsure of the dress 
requirements for the warmer months. 
 
The focus, as always, for Year 10 students has 
been on cooperation and doing the best that you 
can.   It is important that students take 
responsibility for their choices, understand the 
consequences of their actions and conduct 
themselves in a polite and respectful manner.    
The school has a range of support services 
available to students to assist them with their 
academic, social, cultural and vocational 
aspirations.   
 
Year 10 is to be reminded to continue their 
preparation for the Authentic Assessment in Term 
4.  The Authentic Assessment will be held over two 
days during Week 7, Term 4, and is an opportunity 
for students to experience an authentic interview 
situation.   
 
I encourage Year 10 to have an enjoyable holiday 
with their friends and families, to stay safe and to 
come back to school refreshed and ready to work 
hard and study for their final examinations in Week 
5, Term 4.   
 
 Ms  Quigley-Walker  
Career Advisor 



TSP NEWS  

 
DIRECTOR OF SPORT   

STATE CHAMPIONS 
Boys & Girls AFL 
Congratulations to our boys and girls Junior AFL teams who were both recently crowned NSW State 
Champions. This is the first title our boys AFL squad have won which is an outstanding achievement 
for a program in only its 4th year in operation. The girls managed to win this title for the second year in 
a row. 
Well done to all players involved and also to Mr Love (AFL Co-ordinator) and John Dietz (AFL 
NSW/ACT Development Officer) for their coaching efforts throughout the competition. 
U/14ôs Girls Cross Country Team 
Congratulations also to our U/14ôs Girls Cross Country team who finished 1st at the NSW CHS Event 
held at Eastern Creek at the beginning of the term. The team consisted of Jordan Pagett, Alex 
McLoughlan, Kayley Alsford and Emily Gain.  
Our U/13ôs boys team consisting of Luke Paddon, Regan Lundy, Brad Andrews and Tyler Jones 
finished with a bronze medal as did our Open Boys Softball team who finished 3rd at the recent NSW 
CHS Softball Championships 
 
TSP FITNESS ASSESSMENTS 
The last of the TSP Fitness Assessments for the year have been held at Balance Health Club, 
Mayfield. It was great to see our students push themselves hard through all of the testing stations in 
order to give themselves the most valid indication of their current fitness levels. Fitness Assessment 
reports will be given to the students as soon as all the fitness data is entered. 
 

        
 
ADELAIDE SPORTING EXCHANGE 
At the time of writing the final stages of preparation for the Adelaide Sporting exchange are being 
completed. The 60 strong travelling group of students and staff are very much looking forward to the 
challenge of pitting their skills against Henley Beach Sports Highs students in a series of games. Our 
students will also be doing some sightseeing through Adelaide City and Glenelg as well as taking 
part in some training sessions run by Adelaideôs National Sporting teams. 
 
Mr Pascoe 
 
 
 



ATHLETICS  

Term 3 provided more opportunity for the squad to demonstrate our level of talent against Regional 
and State opposition. The Regional Athletics Carnival was the first of these events and excellent 
results were achieved by squad members who made up a large portion of the school team.  Age 
champion honours went to Emma-Sue Greentree and Grace Weir in the 12yr and 13yr girls divisions 
and Caitlin Delaney in the 16yrs. Emma-Sue also broke the High Jump Record as did Tyler Jones in 
the Walk ,Ben Fitzgerald in the Discus and Dylan Risk in the Javelin.  Other students to qualify for 
state in either individual events or relay teams include, Kayley Alsford, Brooke Coggins, Dean 
Colligan, Emily Davies, Jake Ellis, Emily Gain, Dallas Green, Kaitlyn King-Palmer, Amy-Lee 
Lawrence, Georgia Maslen, Alex McCloughlan, Emily Mulcahy, Isaac Goodhew, Jordan Pagett, Jack 
Pearce and Taylor Pearson   We are looking forward to great representation at CHS which is 
underway as we go to print. 
CHS Cross Country Carnival saw Jack Pearce and Brooke Coggings qualify for Nationals where 
Brooke was a member of the gold medal winning team.  On the same weekend Tyler Jones won 
another national title in the 3km road walk. 
The u17yrs girlôs team won their division of the Hunter knockout and we are waiting to see how they 
rank against the rest of the state. 
We are in the final weeks of Yr 12 lessons and I would like to wish all the best to our 2 athletes who 
will be leaving. Ben Wellham and Dallas Green have both been outstanding in their own ways and 
we look forward to hearing about their future achievements. 
 

Mr Smith 
 
BASEBALL  
It has been a busy time for the Baseball squad over the last month. The Boys Open Baseball team 
has progressed through to the semi finals of the Proud Shield competition with wins over Tomaree 
High and Davidson High. This has been a fantastic effort from the boys considering our Open team is 
quite a young team. In our quarter final match against Davidson High they were able to come from 
behind to defeat a much older and more experienced team. Standout performers in the first two 
games have been Lachlan and Alexander Wells as well as Troy Steadman.  
The Open Girls Baseball team have also kicked off their Proud Shield campaign with a win over 
Northcote High School. This victory sees the girls progress straight through to the Final of the Girls 
competition where they will attempt to defend their title from the last 2 years. Best of luck to the girls 
in the final. 
Congratulation must also go to the boys who competed in the Open Softball finals this month. These 
boys finished this competition in 3rd place to be crowned the 3rd best softball team in the state. Once 
again this team was made up of a number of students in the junior years and they were able to out 
perform a number of older, more experienced teams. Well done to all the boys who played in this 
team.   
 
Mr OôNeill 
 
TOUCH FOOTBALL 
Again it has been a busy year for the touch group. There have been some outstanding results with 
our players. 
The Open Girls Touch Knock Out Team made the final 12 in the State and played in Gosford on the 
15th and 16th of August. Unfortunately the draw went against them.  Although they were tied first in 
their pool, they came a gallant sixth. The two teams who made the final were from our pool (Wagga 
and Orange). Our players player was Ashley Thurston who conscientiously demonstrated a consist 
effort every game. 
 Several students both in and out of the program have made representative honours. Georgia 
Wallace, Tanisha Stanton, Isabella Houston and Alex Wallace all made the Regional C.H.S. Touch 
Team and Tanisha Stanton progressed to the NSW All Schools Team - congratulations. There are 
outstanding performances at representative levels for both NSW ï Tanisha Stanton and Hornets - 
Logan Flanagan, Amy Pittman, Georgia Wallace and Nakia Davis-Walsh ï Suns. The girls will be 
playing at NTLs in Queensland this month. Good Luck. 
 


